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forces rallied and began a counter-attack. The efforts of the Para-
guayans to take Port Saavedra continued to meet with no success, and
at the end of December 1932 they began to retreat from the Pilcomayo
sector.1 They did not, however, abandon their last post in the neigh-
bourhood of Fort Saavedra until March 1933.
By the end of 1932 the political situation in Bolivia had become
more stable,2 and the Government had appointed General Hans
Kundt to command their forces in the Chaco. General Kundt, a Ger-
man who had acquired Bolivian nationality, had helped to organize
the Bolivian Army during the years following the close of the General
War,3 but he had been obliged to leave his adopted country as a
result of the revolution of 1930 and had returned to Germany. He was
recalled in the autumn of 1932, and his arrival in the Chaco tempora-
rily turned the tide. He organized the transport system, the failure
of which had been largely responsible for the Bolivian reverses, and
with a supply of fresh troops he was able to take the offensive. The
main objective of the Bolivians was believed to be the capture of
Puerto Casado, which would have given them control of the River
Paraguay, but they failed to attain this aim, and attempts to break
through the Paraguayan lines to the south were also unsuccessful.
General Kundt ?s methods resembled those of the Germans in the
General War and his successive attacks involved a heavy casualty
rate. On the other hand the Paraguayans (whose commander,
Colonel Estigarribia, had received his military training at St. Cyr)
adopted the French tactics of defence, and their opponents found it
impossible to wear down their dogged resistance. The fighting during
this phase of the operations, which lasted for about nine months from
December 1932, centred mainly round Fort Nanawa (or Ayala)—a post
which was specially important because it was connected by a good
road with Biacho Negro, on the opposite bank of the River Paraguay
to Concepcion. Major operations were delayed until March 1933,
when the rainy season ended, but by the middle of March the Bolivian
attack was concentrated on Fort Nanawa, and during the next three
months the Bolivian Army spent much of its strength in a vain
attempt to capture this post. It was during this period, on the 10th
1 A Christmas truce of twenty-four hours3 duration was arranged at the
suggestion of the Pope.
a In October there were reported to be four reorganizations of the Cabinet
in a fortnight, but a Government which took office in the middle of November
succeeded in consolidating its position.
8 Another German who was engaged in the same task was the notorious
Captain Bohm, who was recalled to Germany by Herr Hitler in 1930 and acted
as Chief of Staff of the Nazi S.A. until his death on the 30th June, 1934.
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